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ling to marry her, and submits to the prescribed formality
termed CJialitza.    (Deut. xxv. 4-13.)
From Genesis xxxviii. 8, where anan is called upon to
marry his brother En's widow, it is evident that already
in the patriarchal period it was an established custom
that in the case of a man having died without children
his surviving brother was in duty bound to marry the
widow. (1) The Mosaic Code retained this custom, so
that the general prohibition of marrying the brother's
wife (Lev. xviii. 16) wras set aside in case that brother
had died without descendants, in which case it was
regarded as a duty incumbent on one of the surviving
brothers to marry the widow in order to retain the name
and family property of the deceased. Such a marriage
is termed yibbum, from the Hebrew yalam, " brother-in-
law." It is also termed levirate, from the Latin levir,
which has the same meaning as yabam. The purpose of
the levirate marriage was obviously to avert the extinc-
tion of the name of him who died childless, "that his
name be not put out of Israel.'7 Besides, it stood in con-
nection with the ancient agrarian law in Israel, which
tended to retain all property intact within each tribe
and family. The brother-in-law, in marrying the widow,
became the sole heir of her deceased husband's estate,
which otherwise would have to be divided among all his
brothers, who in this case were the legal heirs. (2)
(i) The same custom has been found to exist among various oriental
nations, ancient and modern. See benaky, De Hebraeorum Leviratu
(Berlin, 1835), p. 31 sb, and redslob, Die LeviraJp-Eke, bei den He-
brseern (Leipzig, 1836), p. 7; compare, also, T. E. espin, in Speaker's
Comment, on the Pentateuch, p. 888.	*
(-) The connection of the levirate with the agrarian law is also indi-

